
Learning Ovations & 
Assessment to Instruction 
Professional Support System
ALL CHILDREN READING AT, OR ABOVE, 
GRADE LEVEL BY THE END OF GRADE 3



RESEARCH RESULTS

📘 Seven randomized controlled trials (RCTs) from 2005 
to 2011 with over 5,000 students total. Results revealed 
a positive impact on reading outcomes (grade K-3) for 
students whose teachers instruction was informed by 
the four types of reading instruction.

📘 A 3-year RCT (grade 1-3) found that 94% of students 
whose teachers’ instruction was informed by the four 
types of reading instruction all 3 years were reading on 
grade-level by the end of 3rd grade. 

📘 The average reading level was 5th grade on the 
Woodcock-Johnson III.



All schools, 
students & 
teachers: 

Average Growth for 6688 
Students from Grades 1 to 3

Student demographics
4 states, 17 districts, 90 schools

38% Limited English Proficiency
77% Free & Reduced Lunch
80% Students of Color

From Aug 2018 through Feb 2021, 6688 students in A2i classrooms made an average of 1.2 years of growth per year.



AGENDA
📗 What are the macronutrients of reading and why are they important for 3rd grade literacy? 

(Review of Dr. Carol Connor’s Research)

📙 How can teachers effectively deliver daily student literacy macros? (Assessment 2 Instruction 

or “A2i” in Action)

📙 How does Learning Ovations support your team? 

(Professional Support System)

📘 What are the system benefits when teachers get the support to deliver daily literacy macros? 

(District & Community Impact)



What are the macronutrients of reading and why are they 

important for 3rd grade literacy?



RESEARCH 
CONTEXT

Gough and Tunmer (1986)

The Five Pillars of 
Reading (2000):

1. Phonemic 
Awareness

2. Phonics
3. Fluency
4. Vocabulary
5. Comprehension

The Simple View of Reading
Word Recognition X Language Comprehension = Reading Comprehension



DEVELOPMENT & READING



RESEARCH QUESTIONS
● What types of instruction are needed to teach reading 

(e.g. reading wars)?

● What areas of literacy should be used to guide 
instruction?  

● Do different students need different amounts & types of 
instruction?



RESEARCH RESULTS

PHONICS
(code-focused)

Connor, C. M., F. J. Morrison and E. L. Katch (2004). “Beyond the reading wars: The effect of classroom instruction by child interactions on early reading.” Scientific Studies of Reading 8(4): 
305-336.

COMPREHENSION
(meaning-focused)



4 TYPES OF Reading Instruction



4 TYPES OF INSTRUCTION



VOCABULARY
COMPREHENSION

DECODING

Critical Components of Literacy

RESEARCH RESULTS



How can teachers effectively deliver daily student 

literacy macros?



Connor, C. M., Morrison, F. J., Fishman, B. J., Schatschneider, C., & Underwood, P. (2007). Algorithm-Guided Individualized Reading Instruction. Science, 315(2007), 464–465.

RESEARCH RESULTS



Connor, C. M., Morrison, F. J., Fishman, B., Giuliani, S., Luck, M., Underwood, P. S., … Schatschneider, C. (2011). Testing the Impact of Child Characteristics × Instruction 
Interactions on Third Graders’ Reading Literacy Instruction. Reading Research Quarterly, 46(3), 189–221.

DIFFERENT AMOUNTS



DIFFERENT AMOUNTS



CHILD X INSTRUCTION 
How can teachers effectively deliver daily student literacy macros?

Different kids need 
different things to be 

successful.



THE TECHNOLOGY
The A2i Professional Support System

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xtV9ku8s_pifDSqOuNhNadwWzmL2GGYQ/view?usp=sharing


What is the student’s role?



What happens after students assess?



How do teachers use the data?

Teachers use the 
individualized 
recommendations 
from A2i and their 
current curriculum to 
plan for the four 
types of instructional 
activities. 



How can we use your curriculum with 
A2i?



How does A2i help teachers plan?



THE ASSESSMENTS



SOFTWARE PLATFORM

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xtV9ku8s_pifDSqOuNhNadwWzmL2GGYQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1g-QL65XWc1bDs56vEy8Cv9W-mpNbtzd_
http://www.mya2i.net


Connor, C. M., Morrison, F. J., Fishman, B., Giuliani, S., Luck, M., Underwood, P. S., … Schatschneider, C. (2011). Testing the Impact of Child Characteristics × Instruction 
Interactions on Third Graders’ Reading Literacy Instruction. Reading Research Quarterly, 46(3), 189–221.

DIFFERENT AMOUNTS



THE TECHNOLOGY



How does Learning Ovations support your 

team?



A2i PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT SYSTEM

Literacy Scan & Plan

Introductory meetings 
to learn about your 
priorities and unique 
qualities. 

(1x/year)

  

Initial Training

A thorough overview of 
the assessments, and 
training to successfully 
implement small 
groups instruction.

(90m training)

  

Coaching + Support

We spend time in your 
classroom to support, model 
and discuss topics with each 
teacher. We then discuss the 
outcome of the in-class 
coaching meetings.
(2x/year)

  

Grade-level cohorts of 
teachers and ensure all 
students receive the 
best education to 
support, model and 
discuss topics.
(6x/year)

  

A2i Literacy Huddles



How does A2i Scale Support?



Year 3



Our A2i technology 
empowers teachers to 
be selective with data 

and make informed 
choices that impact 

outcomes.  

To meet the needs of 
all students, our goal is 
to shift pedagogy from 

a “1-size-fits-all” 
approach to true 
differentiation by 

providing small group 
recommendations 

based on four types of 
literacy instruction 

each student needs.

Through our A2i 
Framework, teachers 
are guided toward the 

use of proven 
strategies that promote 

organization, culture, 
and learning. 

Our A2i lesson planning 
feature helps align our 

instructional 
recommendations with 
activities from existing 

materials and our 
supplementary index, 

freeing teachers to 
truly meet students’ 

needs. 

Our ongoing support 
for teachers, 

instructional coaches, 
and administrators 
promotes capacity 

building within a 
system, creating a 

safespace for learning 
and recognition of 

expertise.

The Learning Ovations’ Framework



What are the system benefits when teachers get the support to 

deliver daily literacy macros? 



Systemic Outcomes & Measures for
 All Stakeholders

Students Teachers Administrators Families Communities Agencies

Reading at 
grade-level, or 
above, through 
differentiated 

instruction 
tailored to 
meet their 

target 
outcome.

Data 
dashboards & 
support  that 

guides 
teachers 

through a shift 
in pedagogy 
framework, 
resulting in 
university 

credit. 

Data 
dashboards 

and 
district-level 
alignment as 

well as access 
to new 

research and 
tools (ex. 
OLOS).

Access to the 
same data as 

the schools are 
using via 
Reading 

Checkup and 
parent-facing 

reports.

Collaboration 
and access to 
de-identified 

outcomes data 
to support 
funder ROI.

Summer, preK, 
and 

after-school 
programs all 

aligned to the 
school data 

and actionable 
next steps.



Community Literacy Support System



A2i Professional 
Support System

Reading 
Checkup A2i Tutoring Pre-K A2i After School A2i Summer

ARP Act / ESSER 
III Fund ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

CRRSA Act / 
ESSER II Fund ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

CRRSA Act / 
ESSER Fund ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Title I ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Title II ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Title III ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Title IV ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

IDEA ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Community Literacy Support System Alignment to Federal Funding:



Community 
Literacy 
Support 
System
Learning Ovations has 
created alignment across 
school districts, charter 
networks, and community 
organizations by providing 
all stakeholders with a 
series of new tools 
connected to the proven 
ESSA Strong A2i algorithms 
being used successfully in 
schools across the country.



SYSTEMS-LEVEL IMPACT

The % of variation in projected, 
school-level literacy levels at the end 
of 3rd grade explainable by 2 factors:

Growth Rate + Starting Point

Data from: 
21,772 students
90 schools
17 districts
4 states



The % of variation in projected, 
school-level literacy levels at the 
end of 3rd grade explainable by

Growth Rate

The % of variation in 
projected, school-level 

literacy levels at the end of 
3rd grade explainable by

Starting Point

IF student literacy growth rates largely 
reflect learning in the classroom

THEN strategies and tools that influence 
how students are learning in the 
classroom have the potential to dictate 
most student success

IF student literacy levels upon entering 
school (starting points) reflect learning prior 
to and outside of the classroom

THEN strategies and tools that influence 
student preparedness and learning in the 
community have the potential to boost 
student literacy by large amounts

SYSTEMS-LEVEL IMPACT



Community Literacy Support System



The Reading Checkup

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kiuPwA-T2Io


THE READING CHECK-UP

https://charlotte.thereadingcheckup.org/instructions


Get instructional 
recommendations

and differentiated 
activities!



RESEARCH RESULTS

📘 Seven randomized controlled trials (RCTs) from 2005 
to 2011 with over 5,000 students total. Results revealed 
a positive impact on reading outcomes (grade K-3) for 
students whose teachers instruction was informed by 
the four types of reading instruction.

📘 A 3-year RCT (grade 1-3) found that 94% of students 
whose teachers’ instruction was informed by the four 
types of reading instruction all 3 years were reading on 
grade-level by the end of 3rd grade. 

📘 The average reading level was 5th grade on the 
Woodcock-Johnson III.



Indexed, evidence-based activities 
provided. ESSA Strong Evidence, 
What Works Clearinghouse and 7 
successful, randomized controlled 
trials. No one has more evidence. 
We’ve proven to achieve over 90% of 
students reading at or above grade 
level by the end of 3rd. 

Evidence-based 
Activities

CRRSA Act
(Coronavirus Response & 

Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations)

$1.7 trillion

Information & 
Assistance to 
Families

Learning Ovations provides Reading 
Check-Up for parents. Assessments 
and activities are generated so that 
parents maintain consistency with 
what’s happening at school. Evidence 
based activities ensure the work that 
parents are doing with their children is 
meaningful and constructive.

A2i’s patented technology allows 
students to quickly and independently 
complete accurate, adaptive 
assessments. Both grade and age 
levels are identified to help teachers 
successfully guide instruction.

High Quality 
Assessments

📕 Funding is Available 
January, 2021

📕 Deadline for Awards is 
January, 2022

📕 Funds Obligated by 
September, 2023

Use of Funds:



A2i provides after school and 
tutoring options that mirror tasks 
children do in school. This provides 
consistency for adults working with 
students and stability for children. 

Extended Day & 
Extended Year

ARP Act
(American Rescue Plan)

$1.9 trillion

Interventions 
respond to students’ 
academic, social, & 
emotional issues

Small group instruction provides daily 
opportunities for students to build 
relationships, positively interact with 
classmates, and improve social skills. 
The ability to read by third grade 
dramatically increases student chances 
for future success and equals the 
playing field for all.

A2i Summer uses patented software to 
quickly identify grade and age levels of 
children. Lesson recommendations are 
provided so all children get what they 
need - including those who need 
enrichment above grade level.

Summer 
Learning & 
Enrichment

📕 Funding is Available 
March, 2021

📕 Deadline for Awards is 
September, 2023

📕 Funds Obligated by 
September, 2024

Use of Funds:

Professional 
Development

Learning Ovations establishes a 3-year 
partnership with schools to ensure 
fidelity and success. Literacy Outcomes 
Specialists provide customized PD for 
teachers and administrators, support 
teachers in providing individualized 
learning for students and are available 
on-demand. 



Q&A
ALL CHILDREN READING AT, OR ABOVE, GRADE LEVEL BY THE END OF GRADE 3



THANK YOU

ALL CHILDREN READING AT, OR ABOVE, GRADE LEVEL BY 
THE END OF THIRD GRADE.



ALL CHILDREN READING AT, OR ABOVE, GRADE LEVEL BY 
THE END OF THIRD GRADE.


